[Medical record--insufficient source of information about patients treated for stroke].
The complete hospital notes made by physicians, nurses and paramedics for 123 patients diagnosed with stroke were studied in order to assess whether the information was sufficient for transfer to a new caregiver. A checklist was designed to include information of importance for the planning of subsequent medical care, rehabilitation and prevention. The questions covered the following areas: social situation, next of kin, current status and physical condition, risk factors, information to the patient, contact with social services, medication and planning. The results revealed missing as well as duplicated information. Apart from the notes written by physicians, additional information was not found to be of use, with the exception of information on next of kin, current status and physical condition.